me  lime ^   emu   alines  w^Ln..iijig,  iTinuii  vuitaire
has painted in a highly flagrant manner!
On the third day, Answer from Berlin had come, as expected; answer (as to the old score): ' All right; let him go!' But to punctual Freytag's mind, here is now a new considerable item of sundries : insult to his Majesty, to wit; breaking his Majesty's arrest, in such insolent loud manner: —and Freytag finds that he must write anew. Post is very slow; and, though Fredersdorf answers constantly, from Berlin, ' Let him go, let him go,' there have to be writings and re-writings ; and it is not till July 7th (after a detention, not of nearly three weeks, as it might and would have been, but of five and a day) that Voltaire gets off, and then too at full gallop, and in a very unseemly way.
This is authentically the world-famous Frankfurt Affair;— done by Fredersdorf, as we say ; Friedrich, absent in Silesia, or in Preussen even, having no hand in it, except the original Order left with Fredersdorf. Voltaire has used his flamingest colours on this occasion, being indeed dreadfully provoked and chagrined ; painting the thing in a very flagrant manner,— known to all readers. Voltaire's flagrant Narrative had the round of the world to itself, for a hundred years; and did its share of execution against Friedrich. Till at length, recently, a precise impartial hand, the Herr Varnhagen, thought of looking into the Archives; and has, in a distinct, minute and entertaining way, explained the truth of it to everybody;— leaving the Voltaire Narrative in rather sad condition.1 We have little room ; but must give, compressed, from Varnhagen and the other evidences, a few of the characteristic points. The story falls into two Parts.
Part I.     Fredersdorf setuls Instructions ,• the ' (Euvre de Poesie' is got; but—
April lltk, 1753 (few days after that of Maupertuis's Cartel, Voltaire
1 Varnhagen von Ense,  Voltaire in Frankfurt am Mayn, 1753 (separate, a here, I2mo, pp. 92; or in Berliner Kalender for 1846).